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Me conſpiracy. 


ward Young, George Stewart, midſhipmen ; Charles 
* „FF Churchill, 


TAY 
„ 


or a 


Mutiny on-board the Bounty. 


: 


ur Bounty armed ſhip failed from England, in the 
autumn of 1787, on a voyage to the Society Iſlande, 


for bread-fruit trees, intended for the Weſt-India fettles 
ents z in which climate, it was the opinion of Sir Joſeph 
; 6h they might be ſucceſsfully cultivated, and would 
Tupply the place of other proviſions in times of ſcarcity. 
After a proſperous voyage, t ey arrived at their place of 
deſtination, | 
weeks in collecting 1015 fine bread- fruit plants, and ma- 
ny other natural productions of the country, in a ſtate of 
high preſervation: thus laden, they departed from Otaheite 
on the gth of April, 1789. i 
But, before we proceed to relate one of the moſt unpa» 
ralleled actes of mutiny that perhaps was ever heard of or 


recorded, it may not be improper to preſent the reader with 


3 lift of the ſhip's crew; diſtinguiſhing thoſe who adhered 
to their commander from thoſe who headed and compoſed 


* 


eee een WR 
Fletcher Chriſtian, maſter's mate; Peter Haywood, Ed- 
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and employed five months and about three 
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and who happened to be off duty, were confined in a ſimi- 
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Churchill, maſter at arms; John Mills, gunner's mate * 
James Morriſon, boatſwain's mate; able ſeamen, Tho- 


mas Burker, Matthew Quintal, John Sumner, John Mill- 


ward, William M<Koy, Henry Hillbrant, Michael Byrne, 
William Muſprat, Alexander Smith, John Williams, 
Thomas E] ſon Iſaac Martin, Richard Skinner, Mat- 
thew Thompſon, William Brown, Joſeph Coleman, Char- 
Jes Norman, Thomas Mélotoſh; in the whole twenty- 
five ; being the moſt able of the crew, 983 


CREW remaining with Mr. BLicn. - 

John Fryer, Mafter ; Thomas Ledward, acting ſur- 
geon ; David Nelſon, Botaniſt; William Peckover, Gun- 
ner; Willam Cole, Boatſwain; William Purcel, Car- 
el; Wijliam Elphinſton, maſter's mate; Thomas 

ayward, John Hallet, midſhipmen; John Norton, Pe- 


ter Linkletter, quarter maſters; Laurence Lebogue, ſail · 


maker; John Smith, Thomas Hall, cooks; George 
Simpſon, quarter- maſter's mate; Robert Tinkler, a boy; 


Robert Lamb, butcher ; Mr. Samuel, clerk, 


The Bounty anchored at one of the Friendly Idands 


(Angamooka) on the 24th of the ſame month, and ſailed 


on the 27th, after 3 procured a ſupply of wood and 
water. But, owing to light winds, they were not clear 
of the iſlands on the evening of the 28th. At night, the 


captain directed his courſe towards Tofoa, Juſt before 


dawn of day, however, on the following morning, Lieu- 
tenant Bligh was rouſed from ſleep, in his cabin, by the 
ſudden entrance of Chriſtian, the maſter's mate; Chur. 
chill, the maſter at arms; Mills, the gunner's mate; and 
Burket, a common ſailar. They inſtantly ſeized their 
commander; and, unde: the immediate and horrid mena- 
ces of inſtznt death in caſe of outcry or reſiſtance, they 
tied his hands behind his back with a cord ; but this alarm- 
ing ſituation had little influence on the natural courage of 
Mr, Bligh; he called loud enough for aſſiſtance to alarm 
every one on-board. His efforts, however, proved fruit- 
Jeſs, as the plan was too well concerted to be overthrown 
by any common endeavour, Beſides the four deſperadoes 


who ſurrounded the captain, three others, without, ſtood 


guard at the coor, and all the officers, not in the ſecret, 


lar 


+. 
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- lar manner.  Chriflian, the leader, held in his hand a e 


laſs; the others were armed with muſquets and bayonets. 
Without allowing Mr. Bligh time for collected reflection, 


he was taken from his bed, and hurried on deck, deſtitute 


of every covering except his ſhirt; his hands, all the time, 
Cloſely, and indeed painfully, confined with cords, with 
which they had previouſly prevented the poſſibility, of his 
making that reſiſtance of which they knew him capable. If 
WwoRDs, indeed, could have procured ſubmiſſion, the cap- 
tain was by no means deficient in exertions of that kind 
but his interogatories and threats were anſwered oy new 
aſſurances of inſtant death, in caſe he did not deſiſt, 
Mr. Samuel, the clerk, by ſome means or other, obtain- 
ed leave to go on deck; as did the boatſwain and carpen- 
ter; when the firſt object that met their fight was their 
commander ſtanding abaft the mizen-maſt, his hands ſtill 
confined to his back, and under a ſtrong guard of the con- 
ſpirators. The other officers and gentlemen, over whom 
watch was kept, of neceſſity continued in their cabins. | 
In this ſtate of things, the pirates ordered the boatſwain, 
on pain of death in caſe of refuſal, to hoiſt out the launch; 
and he, ſeeirig no likelifiood of things taking a different turn, 
zeluQantly obeyed: when Mr. Haywood, Mr, Hallet, and 
Mr. Samuel, were ordered to occupy it. This proceeding, 
again called vp the reſentment of Lieutenant Bligh; ſome 
he threatened, and others he endeavoured to convince : but 
to no purpoſe did he exert his voice Hold your tongue 
er die!” was all the anſwer returned to his menaces and his 
ſolicitations. At length, finding that the captain was not 


to be eaſily reſtrained, Chriſtian caught up a bayonet, in- | 


ſtead of the cutlaſs he before held, and, drawing the 
cords of his hands moſt unmercifully tight, made ſerious 


- Indications of uſing his weapon, while the ſurrounding miſ- 


creants ſtood to ſecond their inglorious leader, their bayo- 
nets fixed and their pieces ready to diſcharge, The cap- 
tain thus awed, the opportunity was embraced to ſend 
many of the 1 ioto the boat; from which imagining 
that theſe were the devoted companions of his future deſt i- 
ny, he boldly made another effort to reclaim and conciliate z 


but the attempt only produced a repetition of the moſt im- 


pudent 
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69 


pucdlent threats againit the life of a nian to whom many of 


them owed infinite obligations. . 8 
The officers under confinement were next brought from 
their cabins, and compelled to hurry precipitately into the 
boat; the captain, all the while, being kept by himſelf, 


; % 


abaft the mizen-maſt, under the ſtrict watch of Chriſtian, 
Who held his bayonet ready, in caſe of any e 7 re- 
y Crdet 


ſiſtan ce In this ſituation of affairs, the pirates, 


of their maſter, each received a dram to encourage them, 


no doubt, in the arduous moment of feparation from the 
companions of their voyage. But, notwithſtanding, I- 
ſaac Martin, one of the guard placed over Captain Bligh, 
contrived fecretly to communicate to that gentleman his 
wiſh to aſſiſt him in liberating him; probably impelled by 


the intrepid manner in which his commander behaved though 


defenceleſs, often reproaching the ſurrounding banditti 
with their perfi'y, and daring them to diſchatge their 
loaded pieces at him. The repentance of this man, how- 


ever, was ſnon diſcovered; and, when he faw that his 


fingle exertions would prove of no effect, he bravely reti- 
fed to the boat; but he was ſhortly after compelled to re- 
turn and again reſume his ſtation, 

Chriſtian, after ſome heſitation, determined to commit the 


Carpenter to tie boat and to retain the mates for his on 


purpoſe, No one now remained on- board except the mutt- 
neers and Capt. Bligh ; on which Chriftian addreſſed him 28 
follows : — * Come, fir, your officers and men are in the 

boat; you muſt go with them; reſiſtance will oecaſiom 
© your inſtant death !' After this ſpeech, they ſeized him 
By the cords that bound his hands; and, while ſome con- 
tributed their help to puſh him into the boat, others, who 
were armed, hovered over him as if fearft] that his wonted 
ſuperiority required but the ſmalleſt accident to diſcontert 
their deteftable deſigns. 3 n 
The cord with which Captain Bligh's hands had been 
ſecured was looſened ſhortly after he quitted the ſhips 


| Loting all hopes of regaining the Bounty, he now deſired 
that ſome arms might be thrown over; but his requeſt wad 


treated with ridicule: ©* You know,” faid they, where 
* you are going, you. will have no occiſion for arms? 


"IE 


After chey were veered aſkern, however, ſome one, more 


eompaſlguat® 
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compaſſionate than the reſt, flung four cutlaſſes into the 
boat, a few pieces of pork, and ſome clothes. It muſt 
here be recorded, that Joſeph Coleman, the armourer, 
and M*Intoſh and Norman, the two carpenter's mates, 
had no inclination to follow the adventitious fate of their 
abandoned ſhipmates; and, in order to prove publicly 
their deteſtation of the meaſures purſued, they called to the 
boar's crew to witneſs their reluctance, . 

During theſe tranſactions, the captain obſerved, that 
the pirates were not devoid of apprehenſions for their future 
welfare: ſome were fearful that the boat would reach a 
place of ſafety, and one, when the carpenter removed his 
cheſt from the ſhip, cried, Damm my eyes, but he will 
have another veſſel in a month !' But, if ſome betrayed in- 
dications of fear, others, again, ſhewed ſymptoms of in- 
ſenſibility; and rejoiced at the ſeemingly helpleſs ſtate of 
the boat, which was by much too ſmall for the people it 
was deſtined to contain. 

The conduct of the leader at this moment is worthy 
particular notice: Captain Bligh, aithough hoarſe with 
continued exertion ever ſince his firſt ſeizure, coolly re- 
proached him for his marked ingratitude ; aſking him, if 
he imagined his preſent conduct was a juſt return for the 
many acts of kindneſs which he had experienced. Chtiſ- 
tian ſelt the conſciencious force of this queſtion ; he ap- 
peared ſenſibly agitated; and, after ſome little time, an- 
{wered—* T hat—Captain Bligh—that is the thing! I am 
in hell! J am in hell!“ | 

Luckily, thoſe ſeamen, who had been deſtined for the- 
boat, collected, without much oppoſition, before they left 
the Bounty, twine, canvaſs, lines, fails, cordage, and a 
caſk containing 28 gallons of water. The clerk, alſo, ſe- 
cured about Igolbs of bread, alittle rum and wine, a qua- 
drant, a compaſs, the captain's journals and commiſhon, 
and ſome other ſhip-papers of importance. In attempting 
to procure ſome other articles, he was hurried away with 
the charitavle ſalutation of Damn your eyes, you are 
well off to keep what you have got!“ All Mr, Bligh's 
ſu veys and drawings were unfortunately left behind, 

The mutinous crew, as if dglighting in contemplation of 
their own cruelty, actually kept the devoted boat aſtern, 
B where 


6 | 

where it had been veered by a rope, that they m'ght tri- 
umph over, ridicule, and inſult, their officers and compa - 
nions at a time when it was realonably to be expected that 
their deftrugion was inevitable; and, in the midit of this 
indecent horrid merriment, was the boat conſigned to the 
ocean, The goodneſs of the cauſe of theſe unhappy ſuffe- 
rers, however, faintly cheared their ſpirits, and Cahtain 
Bligh more than any one, conſcious of his rectitude, good 
coiſduct, and zeal, animated the crew as well by example 
das exhortation. | 

With little or no wind, they rowed with all their ſtrength 
towards Tofoa, which bore N. E. about ten leagues, in 
order to procure forme bread- fruit and water, The Bounty, 
while in ſight, ſtcered to the W. N. W. but it was conjec- 
tured that their true deſtination was for Otaheitc® ; the ſaſci- 
wy nating 


We jadged it would be here acceptable to give ſome ace 
ccunt of the people of this country, particularly noticing their 
amorous propeniitics. 


„ While our peo;-le were on ſhore,” ſays Captain Wallis,“ 
„ ſeveral young women were permitted to crols the river, who, 
thongh they were not averſe to the. granting of perſonal favours, 
kid the value of them too well not to ſtipulate for a conſide- 
ration: the price, indeed, was not great, yet it was ſuch as 
our men were not always able to pay, and, under this tempta- 
tion, they ſtole nails and .other iron from the ſhip. The nails 
that we. brought for traffic were not always in their reach, and 
therefo;e they drew ſeveral out of different parts of the veſlel, 
particularly thoſe that faſtened the cleats to the ſhip's fide. j 
« The inhabitants of this iſland are a ſtout, well madeFac- 
tive, and comely, people. Ihe ſtature of the men in gel 
is from tive feet ſeven to five feet ten inches, though a few. in- 
dividuals are taller and a few ſhorter ; that of the women from 
five feet to five feet fic. The complex ion of the men is tawy, 
dut thoſe that go upon the water are much redter than thole 
who live on ſhore. Their hair in general is black, but in ſome 
it is brown, in ſome red, and in others flaxen, which is remar- 
kable, becauſe the hair of all other natives of Afla, Atrica, 
and America, 1s black without a ſingle exception. Ie is gene, 
rally tied up either in one bunch in the middle of the head of 
in two, one; on each ſide; but ſome wear it looſe, and: it then 
curls yery krongly ;: in the children of bath. ſexes it aa er 
212 : a” 77S y 
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extremely beautiful, 


„ 


natirg women of which place had engaged the affections 
of ſome of the pirates, The females of this iſland, may be 
B 2 termed 


ly Aaxen. They have no combs, yet their hair is very neatly 
dreſſed, and thoſe who had combs from us make good uſe of 


them. Ir is a univerſal cuſtom to annoint the head with cocoa- 


nut oil, in which a root has been ſcraped thawſmells ſomething 
like roſes, The women are all hacdſome and ſome of them are 
Chaſtity does not ſcem to be confidered 
as a virtue among them, for they not only readily and openly 
trafficked. with our people for perſonal fayours, but were 
brought down by theit ſathers and brothers for that purpoſe; 
they were, however, coſ{ciovs of the value of beauty, and the 
fize of the nail that was demanded for the enjoyment of the la- 
dy was always in proportion io her charms, The men, who 
came cown to the fide of the river, at the ſame time that they 
preſented the girl, ſhewed a ftick of the fize of the nail that 
was to be her price, and, if our people agreed, the girl was 
ſent over to them, for, the men were not permitted to croſs the 
river, 'T his commerce was Carried on a conſiderable time be- 
fore the officers diſcovered it; for, while ſome firaggled a lit- 
tle way to receive the lady, the others kept a look- out. When 
| (Capt-in Wallis) was acquainted with it, I no longer .wons 
dered that the ſhip was in danger of being pulled to pieces, for: 
the nails and iron that held her together, which | had beſore 
puzzled myſelf to account for in vair, the whole ſhip's.compas 
vy having daily as much freſh proviſion and fruit as they could 
tat, Both men and women are not only decently but grate- 
fully clothed in a kind of white cloth thit is made of the bak 
of a ſhrub, and, very much reſembles coarſe China paper. 
' heir drels conſiſts of two pieces of this cloth; one of them, 
a hole having been wade in the middle to pur the head through, 
bangs Cowan from the ſhoulers to the 'mid-leg, before and be- 
hind ; another piece, which is between four and five yards lang 
and about Owe yard broad, they wrap round the body in a very 
ealy manner. This cloth is not woven, but is made, like par 
per, of the macerated fibres of an inner bark ſpread out and 
beaten together. I heir ornaments are feathers, flowers, pie- 
ces of ſheils, and pearls. The pearls are worn chicfly by the 
women, from whom I purchaſed about two dozen of a ſmall 
lizez they were of a good. colour, but were all ſpoiled by bo- 
Ting. Mr. Furneaux/taw ſeveral in his excurſion to the Weſt, 


but he could purchaſe none with any thing he had to offer, I 
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effect of their perſonal attra 
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termed beautiful; nor do their converſation or their man- 
ners tend, in the ſmalleſt 9 to diminiſh the powerful 

ions: ſenſible“, penetrating, 
and even delicate, with inclinations unfettered by re fine- 
ment, their influence over the human mind, — when unen- 
dowed with virtue, unfortified by philoſophy, and unim- 
proved by education,—can afford little ſubje&t for ſurpriſe. 
Excluſive of theſe conſiderations, the civility, or perhaps 
cunning, of the chiefs of the iſland, in offering poſſeſſions 


to 


obſerved it was here an univerſal cuſtom, both for men and wo- 


men, to have the hinder part of their thighs and loins marked 
very thick with black lines in various forms, Theſe marks 
were made by ſtriking the teeth of an inſtrument, ſomewhat like 
a comb, juſt through the ſkin, and rubbing into the punQures 
a kind of paſte, made of ſoot and oil, which leaves an inde- 
lible ſtain,” Hawkeſworth's Voyages, vol. I. p. 285. 


* « On the 14th of July, 1767, the gunner, being on- ſhore 
to trade, perceived an old woman on the other ſide of the river 
weeping bitterly. When ſhe ſaw that ſhe had drawn his at- 
tention upon her, ſhe ſent a young man, who ſtood by her, o- 
ver the river to him, with a branch of the plantain-tree in his 
hand, When he came up, he made a long ſpeech, and then 
laid down his bongh at the gunner's feet; after this he went 
back and brought over the old woman, another man at the 
ſame time bringiag over two large fat hogs. The woman look. 
ed round upon our people, with great attention, fixing her eyes 
ſometimes upon one, ſometimes upon another, and at laft burſt 
into tears, The young man who brought her over the river, 
perceiving the gunner's concern and aſlon;ſhment, made another 
ſpeech, longer than the firſt; fill however the woman's diſtrefs 
was a myſtery; but at length ſhe made him underſtand that 
her huſband and three of her {ons had been killed in the attack 
of ihe ſhip. During this explanation, ſhe was ſo affected that 
at laſt ſhe ſunk down unable to ſpeak, and the two young men 
who endeavoured to ſupport her appeared to be nearly in the 
ſame condition: they were probably two more of her (ons, or 
ſome very near relations. The gunner did all ig bis power to 
ſoothe and comfort her, and, when ſhe had in ſome meaſure 
recovered her recolledion, ſhe ordered the two hogs to be de- 
livered to him, and gave him her hand in token of friendſhip, 
bat would accept N in return, though he offered her ten 
times as much as Would have purchaſed the hogs at market. 
| | Ibid. p. 294 
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he was diſcharged well, in confirmation of the ſurgecn's re- 
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to thoſe who would remain with them, completed that tu- i, 
inous work of ſeduction which the Circean blandiſhments | 
of the women had ſo ſucceisfully begun; the one pointed | 
out the means of exiſtence without the fatigue of labour ; | 
the other the moſt exquiſite ſenſual gratifications, diveſted 

of moſt of thoſe defirudiive conſequences which reſult from 
ſimilar purſuits in the countries of Europe“. It. is, how- 


ever, 


- * According to the following extract, however, it ſhould 
ſeem that the pleaſure expected by this mutinous crew will not 
be wwho/ly devoid of alarm. 


« [t is certain that none of our people contracted the vene- 
real diſeaſe here, and, therefore, as they had a free commerce 
with great numbers of the women, there is the greateſt 22 
bility that it was not then known in that country, It was, 
however, found here by Captain Cook, in the Endeavour, and 
as no European veſſel is known to have viſited this iſland, be- 
fore Captain Cook's arrival, but the Dolphin, and the Boudeuſe 
and Etoil, commanded by M. Bougainville, the reproach of 
having contaminated with that dreadful pet a race of happy 
people, to whom its miſeries had been till then unknown, muit 
be due either to him or to me, to England or to France; and 
I think myſelf happy to be able to exculpate myſelf and my 
country beyond the poſſibility of doubt. 

It is well known that the ſurgeon on-board his majeſty's ſhips 
keeps a liſt of the perſons who are ſick on-board, ſpecifying 
their diſeaſes, the times when they came under bis care, and 
when they were diſcharged, Jt happened that | was once at 
the pay-table on-boa'd a ſhip, when ſeveral ſailors objected to 
the payment of the ſurgeon, alleging, that, although he had 
diſcharged them from the liſt and 1eported them to be cured, 
yet their cure was incomplete, From this time, it has been. 
my conſtant practice, when the ſurgeon reported a man to be 
cured who had been upon the ſick liſt, to call the man before 
me and aſk him whether the report was true: if he alleged that 
any ſymptoms of his complaint remained, I continued him u- 
pon che liſt: if not, 1 required him, as a copfirmation of the 
ſurgeon's report, to fign the book, which was always done in 
my preſence. A copy of the ſick liſt on-board the Dolphin of 
during this voyage, ſigned by every man in my preſence when 


port, written in my own hand, and confirmed by my affidavit, 


-» 


( 14 ) 
ever, rather ſingular, that the authors of a deſign concei- 
ved in fo unanimous and determined a manner ſhould be 
pollefied of ſufficient del:beration to defer their purpoſe till 
after the departure of the ſhip; for, although, in previous 
cafes of deſertion at this place, the chiefs have been obliged 
to deliver up the culprits, ſuch a conſequence was not to 
de apprehended, where the mutineers formed the flrongeſt 
party, and where they would moſt aſfuredly have been 
countenanced by the natives, But the mode adopted was, 
no doubt, adjudged to he the eaſieſt of accompliſhment, and 
the moſt conſiſtent with their feelings; for, however clear- 
ly it appears that the lives of Captain Bligh and his aſſo- 
ciates were conſidered as objects of little conſequence, it 
thould ſeem that they were unwilling to be guilty of poſitive 
murder, by purſuing their intentions while at Otaheite. 
But it would be idle to wafte more room on vague conjec- 
ture when a ſhoxt time may develope the true motives of 
the whole of this uncommon tranſaction. 

It muſt afford real pleaſure to every one, in conſidering 
that the conduct of Captain Bligh was by no means repre- 
benſible; but, on the contrary, highly praiſeworthy. He 
had traverſed theſe ſeas twice before; he had ſerved under 
Captains Cook and Clerke, 2nd had adopted their regula- 
tions and manner, as far as perienge ted. in patti- 
cular with 1czard to the health of the ctew, and in caſe 
they ſhould find a Cilliculty in paſſing Endeavour Straits. 

| The 


I have depoſited in the Admiralty; by which it appears, that 
the lat man on board ths ſhip, in ker voyage outward, who 
was upon the ſick-lilt for the venereal diſeale, except one who 
was ſent to Eagland in the ſtore. ſhip, was diſcharged cured, 
aud ſigned the book on the 27th of Dec. 1766, near fix months 
before our arrival at Otaheite, which was on the 19th of lune, 
1767; and that the firſt man who was upon the ſick-li(t for 
that diſeaſe, in our retury home, was entered on the 26th of 
February, 1768, fix months after we left the iſland, which 
was on the 26th of July, 1567; © that the ſhip's company was 
entirely free fourteen months within one day, the middle of 
which time we ſpent at Otaheite; and the man who was firk 
entered as a venereal patient, on our retura home, was kuown 
to have contracted the diſeaſe at the Cape of Good Hope, where 
we then lay.” Ibid, Waliis's Voy. Pp. 314 
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The plants, too, were in the moſt excellent preſervation 
the olj<ct of the voyage was more than balf completed 
' and every thing bade fair for a proſperous coneluſiom Th 
principal of the gang was iceated by Mr. Bligh as friendy 
he received from him prote ſſional inſtt uctions, and, on that 
ſcore alone, as he had made great progreſs, his eſteem was 
heightened into confidence. On the fame footing of intima- 
cy, alſo, was the next villain in tank, ond, one of 
the midſhipmen. 5 | 
But let us, for a while, quit this part of our ſubject, and 
return to Mr. Bligh and his milerable-companions, who; 
were now travel ſing a vaſt rcean, with no other guide than 
what the captain's former oblervation afforded; and witty 
no other proviſion than 150lb. of bread, 16 pieces of pork, 
weighing about 321b. 6 quarts of rum,  6-tottlcs of wine 


28 gallons of water, and 4 empty bazrecoes, 


After the day had cloſed, on the. 28th of April, 1789 
the boat reached the N. W. part of Tofoa,' in lat. 19 deg. 
41 min. S. with the aſſiſtance of a flight eafterly. breeze 
which ſprang up aud enabled us to fail. But, a great 
darkneſs prevailing, and the ſhore being rocky, dangerous, 
and devoid of a place of anchorage, the boat was kept for 
that night under the lee of the iſland with 0418, In this ſi- 
tuation, the captain allowed each perſon halt a pint of grog, 
when thoſe not on watch retired to reſt with as much com- 
poſure as their dreadful ſtate would admit of, or perhaps 
more; for, Mr. Bligh himſelf mentions their fortitude on 
this and on the ſucceeting occaſions, yet more trying, in 2 
manner truly flattering, and which certainly compbuney 
in a great degree, to their final deliverance. 

On the following morning, the ſuf ran: bigh on the p 
ſnote; but, as there was more than a probability that the 
pros iſions in the boat would prove inadequate to the emer- 
geney, Mr. Samuel, the clerk, with tome others, were 
with difñiculty landed at a flony cove, | where the grapnel 
was dropped within twenty yards of the rocks and, in- 
geed, this was the only paſlage they could find to penetrate 
into the country, where was no appearance of inhabitants ; 


- ſothat the people returned, having only procufed aivery 


few gallons of flanding water, collected from holes in the 
ground, The captain, therefore, taking this il} ſuccely 
34 - RE into 
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to conſideration, allowed a very frugal meal for this day's 
inner, —a ſingle morſel of bread and a glaſs of wine. Af- 
r this ſlender repaſt, the boat was rowed along-ſhore, in 
the hops. of diſcovering more favourable ſymptoms ; and at 
laſt they eſpied, on the ſummit of high precipices, ſeveral 
cocoa-nut-trees; to obtain which, however dangerous, the 
people climbed the rocks, and gathered about twenty of 
L | the nuts, which were conveyed to the boat by means of 
N ropes. One of theſe, at night, was diſtributed to each 
man after returning to the cove, where they reſted much af- 
ter the ſame manner as before. | 
It was the intention of Captain Bligh to have put, to ſea 
the next day, if the weather had proved moderate; but, as 
this was not the caſe, he recruited the ſpirits of his people 
with a morſe] of bread and a ſpoonful of rum, intending 
himſelf, with the clerk, the botaniſt, and ſome of the men, 
to explore the country. Over the precipices, fronting the 
ſea, the natives had contrived long vines to permit their de- 
ſcent; and by means of theſe it was, that the gentlemen, 
after climbing, were enabled to begin their excurſion; in 
the courſe of which they obſerved only a few empty huts, 
which had been recently inhabited, and an ill-cultivated 
plaintain-walk. But, if they found little food for the body, 
they obſerved an object that ſtrongly excited their curioſity. 
After paſſing the huts, they came to a gully, leading to a 
mountain, nezr a formidable volcano, which, from the 
dreary ſituation of the adjacent country, and the ſtate of 
the lava, appeared, even during the rainy ſeaſon, to be al- 
ways burning. It is ſituated on the higheſt mountain in 
he iſland and preſented a grand though terrific appearance. 
With tbree ſmall bunches of plantain and ten gallons of 
water, our weary travellers, full of diftrefling contempla- 
tions and anxious fears, returned about noon to their com- 
panions, who had employed their time in fiſhing round the 
boat— and with ſimilar ſucceſs, An indiſpoſition in the 
head attacked Mr. Bligh when he arrived at che precipice, 
and it was not without great care and judicious aſſiſtanee 
that he reached the boat in ſafety. | 
The barrenneſs of the land and ſcarcity of fiſh in the. ſea 
of this place induced theſe unfortunate people to conſider 
themſclves on the moſt miſerable ſpot which the whole 


world 


* 
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world could produce; but, as a hope of the leaſt imagi- 


nable ſupply of proviſion, where there was a bare poſſibili- 


ty of ſucceſs, was much preferable to ſailing where there 
was a certainty of none, Captain Bligh ftill perſiſted in 
making one more trial, For this purpoſe, another courſe 
was choſen, but, after many efforts, the party returned, 
tired and faint, not having procured the Icaſt article, In 
proportion, however, as difficulties increaſed, did Captain 
Bligh renew his endeavours. The people, owing to the 

want of room, flept very uncomfortably in the boat; he 
therefore determined to ſelect a ſew of them, who were beſt 
fitted for the undertaking, to ſleep on-ſhore this night in a 
cave ſituated about 150 yards from the water-ſide, at the 
head of the cave, from which there was no other way into 


the country than that by which Mr. Samuel firſt proceed- 


ed on their landing, When arrived arrived at the cave, 
the party ſupped on a boiled plantain each, and a quarter of 
a pint of grog ; and, having ſecured the only paſs at which 
they could be ſurpriſed, thoſe not on watch retired to reſt, 
before a good fire which they had kindled to keep off as 
much as poſſible the flies and muſquitoes. 

The ſucceeding day was in ſome meaſure productive of 
new hopes. Early in the morning, by purſuing a different 
route, ſome of the natives were diſcovered; two of the 
men even accompanied the party back to the cove, carry- 
ing two cocoa-nut ſhells of water, and, ſo highly were 
they pleaſed with their reception, that they returned and 
informed their countrymen of the adventure. In conſe- 
guence of this, by neon, upwards of thirty of the natives 
arrived with bread-fruit, plantaine, and water; for which 
they received a few trifling articles, ſuch as buttons and 
beads, But, notwithſtanding this freſh ſupply, the cap» 
tain would only allow each man an ounce of pork, a quar- 
ter of bread-fruit, and half a pint of water, for dinner. 

An important conſideration now occupied the mind of 
Captain Bligh: from this day's obſervation he was con- 
vinced that the land, however fterile or apparently deſ@- 
late, was yet inhabited; and it was poſſible, too, the na- 


tives might be numerous; he alſo knew that the ſagacity 


with which the people of this part of the globe were en- 
dowed, with the great hr of their having _ 
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een Europeans, would lead them to enquire for the ſhip; 
and, fearing that, if he told the truth, they would diſcover 
that a want of power muſt have occaſioned the accident, he 
very properly determined to give out that they had been 
ſhipwrecked. In this tale he initructed all his men, fear- 
ing that a variation in the aſſigned cauſe might produce a 
total diſbelief, and be attended with conſequences of a diſ- 
agreeable, if not of a dangerous, nature. 

The event fully juſtified the captain's expectations, and 
proved the wiſdom of this precaution 3 the enquiries were 
made, and the anſwers given appeared to receive credit ; 
though the account of their misfortune ſeemed rather to ex- 
cite furprize than to occaſion any ſentiments of pity. 

Still, however, they continued their friendly intercourſe; 
and, in the afternoon of the firſt of May, brought a freſh 
ſupply of bread-fruit, plantains, and cocoa- nuts, though 
but little water, which the captain paid for in the ſame 
manner as before. Vet, theſe ſupplies were brought ſo ſpa- 
ringly, that little increaſe of proviſions was made to the 


general ſtock, notwithſtanding the prudent conduct of the 


captain, who never loſt ſight of his grand object, in deli- 
vering, at night, to each man, only one quarter of a bread- 
fruit and a cocoa- nut. | 
The next morning, the crew, encouraged by the aſſiſ- 
tance they had already received, and inſpirited by the hopes 
of finally obtaining as much proviſion as would be requiſite 
to enable them to purſue their voyage, exhibited on their 
countenances more ſymptoms of chearfulneſs and refigna- 
tion than they had diſplayed ſince their departure from the 
ſhip. But, like the deceitful gleams of ſunſhine, which 
frequently precede a dreadful ſtorm, this ſhort-lived tran- 
quillity was deſtroyed by the actions of the day. The un- 
- certainty of procuring water from the natives had induced 
the captain to ſend a party into the mountains to get what 
they could find; for which purpoſe they were provided with 
empty cocoa-nut ſhells, In the abſence of theſe men, the 
natives came down to the boat, in increaſed numbers, ac- 
- companied by one of their chiefs, called Maccaakavow, 
who was ſoon after followed by another chief, named Eefow, 
and a young man, called Nageete; the latter of whom re- 
cognized the captain, whom he had ſeen at Annamooka, 
Fo and 
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and promiſed to accompany him the next day to Tongata- 
boo, where two others of the natives, whom the captain 
had formerly known, then reſided, x 


3 But, notwitſtanding the endeavours of Captain Bligh to 
J conciliate the affections of the chiefs, (who knew he had 
8 been with Captain Cook, after whom, as after Captain 
1 Clerk, they made enquiries,) they ſoon betrayed ſome ſymp- 
b toms which gave riſe to the moſt ſerious apprehenſions. 
12 They firſt attempted to haul the boat on- ſhore, but were 
TY induced, by the threats of the captain to Eefow, to deſiſt. 
k Their numbers, however, continued to increaſe, and the 
50 frequent knocking together of ſtones, which they held in 
Z each hand,—the uſual ſignal of attack, —ſufficiently de mon- 
=o ſtrated their treacherous deſizns. The ſituation of the cap- 
* tain and his party was truly deplorable; ſurrounded by per- 
. fidious enemies, they perceived the impoſſibility of reach - 
me Ving their boat without fighting their way through them; 
_ and this they were little able to do, ſince two out of the four 


cutlaſſes were in the boat, and the few ſpears which they 
15 had juſt bought of the natives were wholly inſufficient for 
4 the purpoſe of defence. The captain therefore determined 


e to wait for a more favourable opportunity, and, in the 
lite meantime, concealed his ſuſpicions: from the chiefs, to 
* whom he diftributed a part of the bread - fruit which he had 
8 bought, on which and cocoa- nuts he and his men made 
the their dinner, though they were obliged to ſtand the whole 
ich time, wiſely reſiſting the ſolicitations of the natives to be 
1 ſeated, as that poſture would have been more favourable 
2 for the accompliſhment of their perfidious projects. When 
ced this uncomfortable repaſt was finiſhed, the proviſions which 
hat ¶ remained on- ſhore, together with three gallons of water, 
vith which the foraging party had collected, were by degtees 
che conveyed to the boat. | | 
Ty The captain's vigilance, during this time, was directed 
nts to the motions of the natives, whoſe numbers were conti- 
I 


nually increaſing, while the frequency of their conſulta- 
tions indicated their determination to attack him; he there- 
fore ſent orders to the maſter to favour their approach to 

the boat; by bringing her cloſe to the ſhore. 
The time now approached that was to decide the fate of 
this ſmall but determined band. The ſun, having nearly 
| C 2 | vompleted 
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completed his daily courſe, was about to retire into the 
boſom of the ocean, when the captain gave the word of 
command; each man immediately took up his deſtined 
load, and, with flow ſteps and a reſolute countenance, ad- 
vanced to the boat. The chiefs, ſeeing their victims pre- 
paring to eſeape, approached the captain, and aſked him 
whether it was not his intention to paſs the night on- ſhore; 
and, on receiving an anſwer in the negative, though ac- 
companied by aſſurances of returning the next day, to re- 
new their commercial intercourſe, and to proeced, if the 
weather would permit, to Tongataboo, according to the 
engagement made with Nageete, they expreſſed their in- 
dignation, and Maccaakavow exclaimed— ** Then we will 
kill you!“? 

This was the ſignal of preparation, and that of attack 
ſpeedily followed. As the captain walked down the beach, 
accompanied by Nageete, whom he held by the hand, his 
ears were ſaluted by. the ominous found of ſtones knocking 
together. The whole party, bowever, contrived to get 
into the boat before the attack began; but one man, — John 
Norton, quarter-maſter,— imprudently quitting it, for the 
purpoſe of puſhing her off, was attacked by a party of a- 
bout two hundred natives, who ſpeedily ſtoned him to 
death. Repeated volleys of ſtones were likewiſe ſent into 
the boat, and greatly annoyed all who were in her; while 
many of the Indians, ſeizing the ſtern- rope, would have 
certainly pulled her on- ſhore | Fo for the captain, who cut 
it 85 with a kniſe which providentially he bad in bis 
pocket. 2 

Having thus cleared ourfelves from the ſhore, they plied 
their cars, and, pulling towards the open ſea, flattered 
themſelves with the idea of having eſcaped the danger which 
- threatened them. But, this pleaſing hope was ſpeedily de- 
ſtroyed; for, twelve of the natives, killing their canoes 
with ſtones, purſued them with great velocity, and, by 
eee, R them without cloſing, (which, from the 
heavineſs of the Engliſn boat crouded with lumber, they 
were enabled to Fa they renewed the attack with ſuch 


dexterity and ſucceſs as to diſable the greateſt part of the 
crew; nor could they be induced to deſiſt, till attracted by 
the lure of ſome clothes which the captain ſagacioufly threw 

into 
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into the ſea for that purpoſe; and, before they had coł- 
lected them all, night came on and made them retire to the 


ſhore. 
The conduct of theſe Indians affords ample ſubject for 


re llection to the philoſophic mind; unpoliſhed, untutored, 


unrefined, they knew no laws but thofe which nature gave; 
and, conſidering her gift of perſonal ſtrength as the ſure 
mark of pre-eminence, they thought themſelves authoriſed 
o exert it whenever opportunity offered, and to derive from 
it every advantage it could poſlibly afford. 

Captain Bligh, rightly judging of the general diſpoſition 
of the Indians from the rude ſpecimen he had experienced, 
was ſenſible that, if he viſited any of the neighbouring 
iſlands, he had no reaſon to expect a more favourable re- 
eeption, He therefore held a conſultation with his men 
on the courſe it would be prudent to purſue; when a reſo- 
lution was unanimouſly adopted which nothing but the 
moſt deſperate ſituation could have juſtified or ſuggeſted. 
This was to ſail to the iſland of Timor (where there was 


a Dutch ſettlement) at the diſtance of twelve hundred 


leagues, without hopes of any other relief than what they 


might chance to find at New Holland. It muſt be recot- 


lected, too, that they undertook to perform this arduous 
taſk in a boat only twenty- three feet in length, deeply la- 
den with eighteen men; Without a chart, and with no- 
thing but the captain's recollection, and a book of latitudes 
and \ "am Gai to direct their courſe in a ſea where the 
navigation is imperfeQly known, As their ſtock of provi- 
ſions only conſiſted of one hundred and fifty pounds of 
bread, twenty-eight gallons of water, twenty pounds of 
pork, three bottles of wine, five quarts of rum, and a fey, -- 
cocoa-nuts and bread fruit, they entered into a ſolemn en- 
gagement to content themſelves with one ounce of bread 
and a quarter of a pint of water, each man, per day. , 
In this ſituation, © hey bore away uncer a reefed-lug- 
foreſail, about eight o'clock in the evening of the ſecond of 
May, 1789. The wind at this time blew freſh from the 


Bebe At day-break, on the third of May, the gale in- 
7 


Teaſed, and in a few hours it blew ſo violent, that the fail 
of the boat was becalmed between ſeas, and the water 


daſhed over the ſtern, It was naw found neceſſary tolight- + 
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en her by throwing every uſeleſs article overboard, which 
alſo rendered it eaſier to bale out the water. But, an ob- 
ject of ſtil] greater importance was the neceſſity of keeping 
the bread dry; for, if it once got wet, they muſt inevita— 
bly have been ſtarved. This, however, they fortunately 
accompliſhed, by ſecuring it in the carpenter's cheſt, 
Though all on-board were extremely wet and cold, they 
only received a quarter of a bread-fruit, each perſon, for 
dinner, and that ſcarcely catable, together with one tea- 
ſpoonful of rum; as the captain was reſolved to make the 


proviſions laſt eight weeks, however ſmall the daily pro- 
portion might be. 18 | 


Their diſtance from Tofoa, at noon, was ſuppoſed to be 
between eighty and ninety miles; and they ſteere] a W. N. 
W. courſe, in order to gain a ſight of the iſlands called Fe- 
jee. The wind ſtill continued to blow with ſuch violence 
from the N.E. to E.S.E. that they could only keep the 
boat before the fea, while their utmoſt exertions were ne- 
ceſlary to prevent her from ſinking, The only refreſhment 
they received, to enable them to ſupport this exceſs of fa- 
tigue, was the ſame ſcanty proportion of rum which had 
heen allowed them in the morning; yet, even this gare 
them warmth and ſpirits, and encouraged them to bear 
with patience and reſignation the hardſhips they were doom=+ 
ed to experience. The wind did not abate till the enſuing 
evening; but in the interim they had deſcried ſeveral iſlands, 
bearing from the S. round by the W. to N. W. by N. thoſe 
thoſe to the 8. which were neareſt, being about four leagues 
diſtant from them at noon on the 4th of May. They then 
ſteered to the N. W. by W. between the iſlands; an in 
the evening diſcovered three more, the Weſtzrnmoſt of 
which bore N. W. one-half W. ſeven leagues; when they 
ſteered to the Southward of them a W.N.W, courſe for 
the night, which, being fair, they paſſed with much more 
comfort than the preceding, when their limbs were ſo be- 
numbed with the cold, that, when they awoke, they could 
ſcarcely uſe them. | | 
It is neceſſary to obſerve, that Captain Bligh adopted 
the moſt proper mode of inſpiring his men with the requi- 
ſite degree of fortitude and reſignation, by the regular per- 
formance of prayers; what ſource of hope ſo pure and co- 


pious 


„er ere 


rr 


pious as a firm reliance on the goodneſs of Providence! 


("IS 1 


Supplications to the Deity, virtuouſly inforced, are ſeldom 
diſregarded. | LIM 

Having got a log-line marked, and having practiſed in 
counting ſeconds, they were now enabled to keep a more 
accurate account of their run than they had hitherto done. 
The day after their departure, at noon, they conſidered 
their diſtance from Tofoa to be W. N. W. one-half W. 
86 miles; their latitude 19 deg. 27 min. S. From that 
time to the next day at noon they made 95 miles, in a N. 
72 deg W. courſe. The third day, courſe, N. W. by W. 


one-half W. diſtance 94 miles; longitude, from Tofoa, 
4 deg. 29 min. W. | 

In the evening of the 5th of May, they diſcovered two 
iſlands, one bearing W. by S. fix leagues, and the other 
N. W. by N. eight leagues. On the following morning, 
they likewiſe deſcried ſeveral other iſlands from S. S. E. to 
the W. and round to N. E. by E. At noon, they had made 
94 miles ſince the preceding day. 

Though the fertile appearance of the iſlands they diſco- 
vered invited them to land, yet, as they had no arms, the 


danger of meeting with natives as inhoſpitable and ferocious 


as thoſe they had quitted deterred them from accepting the 


invitation. Thus they were ſtrictly compelled to obſerve. 
the engagement they had entered into, by confining them- 
ſelves to the ſtipulated portion of proviſions, which, for 
the preſent, they ſaw no probability of augmenting. On 
the 5th of May indeed they hooked a fiſh, but the joy this 
fortunate occurrence gave rife to was ſpeedily damped by 


the exertions of the captive, which regained him his liberty 


ere they could hoiſt him into the boat, 

Early in the following evening, when they were about 
mid-way between the Southernmoſt and Northernmoſt 
iſlands, which lay twelve leagues from each other, they 
fell in with a coral bank, where there were only four feet 
water; and, on the ſeventh, they diſcovered three other 
ſmall iſlands; one, to the M. N. W. the other to the N.E. 
of the land in the weſt, which they had before deſcribed, 
and which appeared to be of conſiderable extent, interſper- 
ſed with hills and valleys, decorated with woods, and ſkirt- 


ed by rocks of an extraordinary height, Being carried in 


very 
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ſhells made of cocoa-nuts,) with a quarter of a pint of wa- 


( 24 ) 
very near to the ſhore by a lee-current, they perceived tws 
large failing canoes purſuing them with great velocity; 
but, as the Captain had every reaſon to believe that theſe 
were the Feejee iſlands, and that the inhabitants were 
not more charitably diſpoſed than thoſe of the Friendly 
iſlands, he thought it prudent to decline any kind of inter- 
courſe with them, and therefore ordered the men to ply 
their oars with as much force as their weak ſtate would ad- 
mit of. One of the canoes, however, gained upon them 
conſiderably, and in the afternoon came within two miles 
of them, when they were fortunately releaſed from theit 


fears, by ſeeing them give up the chace. hy 


Nothing particular occurred from the 7th to the 12th of 
May,/when, in the afternoon, they ſaw on the water a ſpe- 


cies of fruit known by the botaniſt, Mr. Nelſon, to be the 


Barringteria of Forſter ; and as they ſaw the ſame on the en- 
ſuing morning, together with ſome men-of-war-birds, they 
were induced to believe that land could not be far diſtant, 


Their ſuſpicions were accordingly verified on the 14th, 


when they diſcovered fix iſlands, one of which at noon bore 


N. W. by N. four leagues, a ſecond W. eight leagues, and 


the four other from S. one half E. to 8. W. by S. the neareſt 
of them three leagues from the boat. | 

The dangers and hardfhips they experienced, during this 
tedious navigation, are more eaſily conceived than expreſſed. 
The boat was ſo ſmall, that, in order to allow one half of 
the crew to ſleep at full length, the other half were obliged 
to ſit up; and, independent of the inconveniences — 
from ſleeping without any covering in nights that were ex- 
tremely cold, they were continually ſoaked with rain; the 
ſea, too, during molt of the time, was ſo rough, from the 
violence of the winds, that it frequently ran over the ſtern 
and kept them in imminent danger of ſinking. Their 
limbs were ſo much cramped by their confined ſituation, 


joined to the cold and wet, that they were almoſt deprived of 


the uſe of them; while ſome were alſo afflicted with moſt 
violent pains in their bowels, Their proviſions were like- 
wiſe diſtributed in more ſcanty proportions, each man ha- 
ving only one twenty-fifth of a pound of bread, (weighed 
by a piſtol-ball which the captain had in his pocket in 


ter 
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ter, three times a day, (except when the heavy rains ena» 
bled them to quench their thirſt,) with, occaſionally, a 
moathful of pork, and a tea · ſpoonful of rum. The prudent 
conduct of the captain, however, enabled them to bear 
their misfortunes like men. To preſerve them, in ſome 
meaſure, from the effects of the cold, he made them ſtrip, 
when wet with rain, and ſoak their cloaths in ſalt water, 
which proved very beneficial; nor was he lefs attentive to 
the amuſement of their minds than to the preſervation of 
| their bodies. In the ſhort intervals of fair weather, he 
gave them accounts of his former voyages, and particularly 
deſcribed to them the ſituation of New Guinea and New 
Holland, that, in caſe of his own death, they might be able 
to find their way to Timor, of which at preſent they were 
totally ignorant. 

In addition to the iſlands, diſcovered on the 14th, an- 
other was defcried the next day, bearing W. N. W. five 
leagues diſtant; and at the ſame time they (aw ſeveral gan- 
nets, boobies, and men-of- war birds. Theſe iſlands had never 
before been diſcovered, though, from their vicinity to the 
New Hebrides, they may juſtly be conſidered as a part of 
the ſame group. They lie between the latitude of 13 deg. 
16 mia. S. and 14 deg. 10 min. S. their longitude from 
167 deg. 17 min. E. to 168 deg. 34 min. E. from Green» 
wich. They appeared fertile, and the ſmoke, which aſcen- 
dead in different parts, proved them to be inhabited; but the 
crew were unable to derive any advantage from this grate- 
ful proſpect; the fear of deſtruction ſubduing the 40 of 
relief, they purſued their courſe, only ſteering more to the 
ſouth, in order to avoid the inhoſpitable coaſt of New Gui- 
nea, 
The weather continued very bad for ſome days, dark 
and gloomy, with frequent ftorms of thunder and light- 
ning, and the rain was ſo incef{int that the boat was, at 
times, in danger of being filled with it. The nights, too, 
were fo dark that not a ſtar could be ſeen to ſteer by, The 
crew, exhauſted by ſuch conſtant exertions and hardſhips, 
began to be clamorous for an increaſe of allowance in the 
article of provifion ; but they were ſpeedily filenced by the 
authority of the captain, who poſitively refufed a compli- 
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| ance, which he well knew would be attended with fatal con- 
| ſequences. | 


And, indeed, he had occaſion to put their obedience to 
a ſevere trial; for, on the twenty fourth of May, when the 
violence of the wind had abated and the weather was fair, 


he embraced the opportunity to determine with preciſion 


the quantity of bread that was left, which, according to 
the portions they had hitherto diſtributed, was found ſuffi- 
cient to Jaſt twenty-nine days. But, though there was 
ſtrong reaſon for believing that they would reach Timor 


within that time, yet, as there was a poſſibility that they 


might be obliged to extend their voyage to Java, the captain 
deemed it prudent to manage the proviſion ſo as to make it 
laſt ſix weeks, the requiſite time for gaining that place. 
This was a propoſition which, in the preſent ſituation of 


the crew, it ſeemed impracticable to enforce; the captain, 


however, exerted his utmoſt eloquence in demonſtrating the 
neceſſity of the meaſure, and his efforts proved ſo ſuccels- 
ful, that what he thought would be rejected as impoſſible 
was adopted with alacrity; and, inſtead of three portions 
a day, each perſon contented himſelf with two. 

'The captain's determination was to make New Holland, 
to the Southward of Endeavour-Straits, with the view to 
preſerve ſuch. a. ſituation as to render a ſoutherly wind a 
fair wind; and thereby be enabled to range the reefs until 
an opening ſhould be found into ſmooth water, and the op- 
portunity of obtaining refreſhments accelerated. 

On the twenty-fifth, they had the ſatisfaction to ſee ſe- 
veral noddies and boobies*, which never ſtray far from the 
land; and the next day they had the ſtil] greater ſatisfac- 
tion of catching one of the former, which was divided in- 
to eighteen portions, and diſtributed for dinner; and al- 
though it had no other ſauce than the ſea-water, it was 


eaten with avidity, bones and all. At noon, too, they 


bad the good fortune to catch a booby, which was divided 
| "v1 » in 


2A noddy is a bird about the ſize of a pigeon, and a dooby 


about the ſize of a duck; they both of them received their names 
from ſailors, who gave them theſe appellations as expreſſive of 


their ſtupidity in ſuffering themſelves to be caught by the hand 
on the maſts and yards of ſhips. 
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in the ſame manner, (the blood being given to three of the 


crew who were molt reduced,) and on which they made a. 
ſupper comparatively luxurious. In order to prevent any 

complaint of partiality in the diſtribution of theſe precious , 
morſels, recourſe was had to that mode of, diviſion which 
is only known to ſeamen, and which they term *© J/þo, 


Hall have this? It is thus performed One-perſon turns 


his back to the object, that is divided into pieces, and ano- 
ther, pointing ſeparately to the different portions, exclaims 
— Who ſhall have this ?*—to which the firſt anſwers by 
naming one of he competitors; ſo that each man has an, 
equ il chance of obtaining the beſt portion. | 
Providence, at this time, appeared to have been careful 
to reward their fortitude and patience, by means of relief as 


extraordinary as the circumltance which gave riſe to the 


want 0t-it, Another booby was caught in the morning of 


the twenty ſixth which. afforded them a dinner as com- 


fortable as their ſupper the preceding night. The plea»: 


ſure however they expertenced on this occaſion was inter- 
rupted by the exceſſive heat of the ſun, which, now the 
weather was ſerene, had become ſo intolerable as to reader 
life a burden. Yet, the capture of two more boobies (in 
whoſe ſtomachs were (everai flying fiſh and ſma!l cuttlefiſh, 


all of which were deemed excellent food) rouſed them, in 


ſome degree, from this ſtate of languor and deſpondency ; 
and the fight of a quantity of drift- wood, and an increaſed . 
number of birds, effectually reſtv.ed their drooping ſpirits, 
The captain was now convinced that the reefs of New 
Holland could not be far diſtant; and he determined to 
make that coaſt without delay; the direction of which, 
from his recolleQiion, he conſidered to be N. W. and there- 


fore with the wind to the Southward of Eaſt he well knew 
he ſhould be able to ſteer clear of all dangers. 


The ſight of a gannet in the evening of the twenty. ſe- 


venth, and the fixed poſition of the clouds in the Weſt, 
confirmed the captain in this belief; and the hopes of a 


ſpeedy ſupply inſpired the crew with greater chearfulneſs 


than they bad hitherto experienced; they fondly anticipa- 
ted the treat they ſhould meet with, and, after ſo long a 
faft, engaged with ecſtaſy the ideal feaſt, 
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At one o'clock, the enſuing day, the man at the helm 
was ſurprized with the ſound of breakers, which were clofe 
under the lee of the boat, on which they immediately haul- 
ed on a wind to the N. N. E. and, in a few minutes, they 
could neither be ſeen nor heard. The certainty of bein 
now in the vicinity of the coaſt of New-Holland, where 

they knew refreſhments might be had, inſpirited the crew, 
Who, at day-break, again ſteering for the reefs, came in 
ſight of them, and plainly perceived the ſmoothneſs of the 
water within them, But their ſituation was now rendered 
extremely perilous by their ſails being employed, and the 
great ſwell of the ſea towards the reefs, which endangered 
their being driven among the breakers. While, however, 
the captain was conſidering whether they ſhould attempt to 
puſh through them, they very fortunately diſcovered an o- 
pening or break in the reef, at the diſtance of a mile, and 
at the ſame time an iſland within it, bearing W. one-half 
N. This paſſage they entered, and found it about four 
hundred yards wide, with every appearance of deep water. 
It is ſituated in 12 deg. 51 min. S. latitude. They then 
bore away to the N. W. and at noon on the twenty on 
found their latitude was 12 deg. 46 min. S. and the iſtand 
fiat ſeen, which the captain named the Iſand Direction, bore 
W. S. W. about five leagues. As they advanced within the 
reefs they ſoon obtained a diſtin view of the coaſt; and, 
in their way to the ſhore, fell in with a point of a reef, 
(connected with that towards the fea,) from which the 
iſland Direction bore S. three or four leagues. Four miles 
to the W. by N. lay two more iſlands, the firſt of which" 
proved to be a mere heap of ſtones; they therefore directed 
their courſe to the ſecond, which lay contiguous and to- 
wards the main, where, on the N. W. ſide, they found 2 
bay and a fine fandy point to land at. All their paſt cares 
now. appeared to be conſigned to oblivion, as they regaled 
themſelves with the pleaſing and long wiſhed-for . ror 
of a comfortable meal and undifturbed repoſe. It was late 
in the evening before they landed, fo that they had only 
ſufficient time to reconnoitre and to diſcover fome oiſters 
on che rocks. As they found no reaſon to dread any inter- 
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ruption during the night, it was ſettled that half of them 
ſhould. fleep aſhore and the other half in the boat. 

The ſun, on the ſucceeding morning, preſented to theſa 
unhappy wanderers a more chearful aſpect than he had yet 
diſplayed ſince their departure from the inhoſpitable ſhore 

of Tofoa. Though their ſufferings had rendered them eu- 
tremely weak, yet, ſupported as they were by mental fer- 
titude, ſufficient ſtrength remained to enable them to ſu- 
mount thoſe difficulties which they had ſtill to encounter ia 
their voyage to Timor. The chief ſymptoms of diſeale, 
which prevailed among them, were a giddineſs off the heady 
great weak neſs of the joints, and a violent teneſmus, ba- 
ving had no evacuation by ſtoo] fince they left the ſhip, but 
none of theſe appeared to be dangerous, and they had now 
the ptoſpe ct of procuring ſuch. reſt and refreſhment as were 
neceſſary to re-eftabliſh their health. 

The captain perceiving there were no {igns of inhahitanta 
in the neighbourhood of the coaſt, ſent out foraging patties, 
who returned in high ſpirits, having found plenty of oiſtees 
and freſh water. The captain, in the mean time, had 
made a fire, by the means of a magnifying glaſs; and be was 
alſo ſo fortunate as to. find ſome brimſtone and a tindet- bon, 
together with. a copper pot, which had been thrown, into 
the boat with other things; he was therefore enabled, by 
mixing the oiſters, with bread and a ſmall portion of pork, 
to prepare a ſtew by no means unſavoury, and. on which 
an appetite, unwhetted by long faſting, might even haue 
contrived to make a comfortable dinner. Of this: each 
man had a full pint. | 

On examining the ſtate of the boat, which they baften= 
6d to put in order, leſt any ſudden occurrence might ne- 
cefſitate them to refume their voyage, they found additional 
reaſon for returning thanks to Providence; for, one of the 
gudgeons of the rudder had come out during the night; 
an accident which, bad it happened at fea, would probably 
have proved the cauſe of their deſtruction, fince it would 
have rendered it impoſſible to manage the boat with that 
nicety which thoſe heavy ſcas required. Here fortunately 
it was ſpeedily remedied! by the application of a large-ftaple 
wb | The 
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The oiſters, being large and well-flavoured, afforded 
them conſiderable refreſhment; but, it is remarkable, they 


adhered ſo faſt to the rocks, that in order to ſave time 


they were obliged to open them where they grew. Ano- 
ther circumſtance equally fortunate was the diſcovery of ſome 
wire-graſs, a ſure ſign of great moiſture in the ſoil, which 
encouraged them to dig for water, which they ſpeedily found, 
and accordingly formed a well, ſhallow indeed, but ſuffici- 
ently deep for their purpoſe, ſince it filled as faſt as they 
emptied it; whence it is probable that there was a ſpring be- 
neath. Its ſituation is about 200 yards to the S. E. of a 

point in the S. W. part of the iſland. | 
The day after their arrival on the iſland, it was named, 
by the captain, REsTORATION ISLAND; not only on ac- 
count of the day—the 29th of May—but in alluſion to the 
benefits they had derived from it. The iſland is above 
two miles in circumference, conſiſting chiefly ofwocks and 
ſtones, thinly covered with a ſandy ſoil that is barely ſuffi- 
cient togive nouriſhment to the ſmall trees which afford it a 
partial embellithment ; of theſe the chief are the manchineal, 
the purow, and the palm: the tops of the Jaſt they cut 
down, and the internal part of them proving grateful to their 
taſte, made excellent addition to their mels. They alſo 
found three forts of food, which, being induced to taſte, by 
ſceing the birds feed on them, proved both palatable and 
wholeſome. One of them grew on a diminutive ſpecies of 
vine; in ſize and ſubſtance it reſembled a gooſeberry, but in 
taſte it was infinitely ſweeter; the ſkin was a pale red freaked 
downwards with yellow; the ſecond grew in cluſters on 
buſhes, and much like the elder-berry; and the third, in 
taſte, ſize, and colour, ſtrongly reſembled a large ſloe. There 
were plenty of birds on the iſland, of various ſorts; 
among them the parrot and wild pigeon; but the want of 
fire arms rendered it impoſſible to profit by them. There 
were alſo bees and lizards, with aats, who made their neits 
in the buſhes, covered with a web that preſerved them from 
the rain, The traces of the kangaroo were very viſible, 
which had probably been brought from the main, by the 
natives, for the purpoſe of bre:ding, and rendering a ſup- 
ply more certain, by the greater facility of taken * N 
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They alſo ſaw evident ſigns of occaſional inhabitants 
ſuch as fire-places and wig-wams; together with a pointed 
ſtick three ſeet in length with a flit in the end, ſuch as the 
natives of Van Diemen's Land uſe for flinging ſtones. 

The ſhore is extremely rocky in every part, except that 
on which they landed, where they found ſeveral pieces of 
pumice-ftone. The neighbouring main wore a ſterile ap- 
pearance, and a lofty cape ſhewed the direction of the coaſt ta 
the N. W. about ſeven leagues; and three or four leagues to 


the N. were two ſmall iſlands. The trunk of a large tree, 


which lay on the beach, afforded the ſtiongeſt grounds 
for believing that the northerly winds always blew a yery 
heavy ſea in upon the iſland, | | 

The captain was determined to ſtay po longer at this 
place than was abſolutely requiſite for the purpoſes of reſt 
and refreſhment ; and he had ihe ſatisſaction to nnd that two 
nights comfortable repoſe had effected a viſible alteration in 
the health of his crew The day after his arrival he found 
a Ciminu'1ion in his ſmall ſtock of pork, which now amount- 
ed only to two pounds; and, in order to remove every in- 
ducement to pilfer, he ſpared the whole for their dinner on 
the thirtieth. At length, having filled all the water-caſks, 
which contained nearly ſixty gallons, and put what few oiſ- 
ters they could collect in the boat, the captain prepared for 
ſailing, having on-board ſufficient bread to laſt rhirty-eight 
days, at the rate of two twenty-fifths of a pound, for each 
perſon, a day. On the afternoon of the thirtieth of 

ay, when on the point of embarking, about twenty na- 


tives made their appearance on ihe oppoſite ſhore, armed 
with a ſnear and lance, They made figns for them to ap- 


proach, but, as they perceived the heads of many others on 
the top of the hill who were probably lying in ambuſh, 
they thought it prudent to haſten their departure. 
They accordingly ſailed; and, ſteering as near tothe ſhore as 
they could, they had a full ſight of the natives who appeared 
to be black, with ſhort buſhy heir, and quite naked. 


. Having a ſtrong tide in their favour, they got abreaſt of 


the cape above-mentioned by eight o'clock ; and, not fee- 
ing any land without it, they concluded that th= coaſt incli - 
ned to the N. W. and W. N. W. but in this they were 
| © deceived, 
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detreived, as before midnight they met with low land to the 


N. E. and at three in the morning, finding tbemſelves em- 
they were obliged to ſtand back to the Southward. 
At day- break, on the 3iſt of May, they were ſurpriſed 


to find the whole face of the country totally changed; inſtead 


of a Toaſt agreeably interſected with hills and vales, and oc- 
cafionally decked with pleaſing woods, a continued ſhore of 
fand tired and diſguſted the eye with its barren ſameneſs; no 
verdure appeated, to relieve the ſterile ſcene, but all was 
brown and gloomy, Paſling through the channel between 
fotne ſmall iſlands to the N. E. and the main land, they 
ſaw two parties of Indians, running towards them, with 
green boughs in their hands, which they waved in token 
of friendſhip. But, though the captain was anxious to have 
fome intercourſe with theſe people, who were armed in 
the ſame manner as thoſe he had before ſeen, he thought 
the danger too great to be incurred without evident neceſ- 
fity, and therefore continued his courſe till eight in the 
morning, when he landed on an iftand to the N. W. At 
this place, the crew, who had hitherto obſerved the ut- 
moſt order and propriety of conduct, beg-n to evince a 
ſpirit of mutiny, which, if it had not been timely checked, 
muſt have been attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. 
Two parties being ordered out in ſearch of ſupplies, many 
of the men, weak and fatigued, expreſſed a reluQance to 


comply, and ſome actually declared that they would rather 


go without a dinner than be at the pains of ſeeking it, 
One, in particular, behaved with great infolence to the 
captain, openly refuſing to acknowledge his ſuperiority ; 
but, Captain Bligh, on this trying occaſion, ſueceſs fully 
exerted that good ſenſe and fortitude which ſo eminently 
difttmguiſhed his conduct during the whole courſe of this 
ardnous enterprize ; ſeizing a cutlaſs, he commanded the 
mutineer to take another, and immediately prove, like & 
man, that equality he was ſo ready to aſſert. The ſailor, 
however, intimidated at the refolute countenance of his 
commander, had recourſe to ſupplication; and, by teturn- 
ing to his duty, obtained the forgiveneſs he aſked, ; _ 

rom the higheſt part of this iſland, which the captain 
named Sunday-Iſland, no more of the main land could be 
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ſeen than from the beach, as it only extended from S8. 
one-half E. four miles, to W. by N. about four leagues. - 
A ſmall key N. W. by N. however, was perceptible, 
which, as it lay farther from the land than the iſland they 
were on, the captain deemed a more ſecure reſting-place 
for the night. After making a good dinner on ſome gi- 
ſters, clams, and fmall beans— a ſpecies of the dolicho— 
which they found on the iſland, together with plenty of 
rain-water, they ſailed for the key where they meant to. 
ſleep, They accordingly reached it about dark; but found 
it ſo ſurrounded with rocks, that it was dangerous to ap- 
proach it, fur which reaſon they came to a grapnel for the 
night. 

At day-break, however, (on the firſt of June) they got 
on-ſhore, and tracked the boat into a ſafe place; and, ſti- 
mulated by the flattering veſtiges of turtles, and the ſight 
of an immenſe number of noddies, the captain reſolved to 
remain on this ſpat till the enſuing morning. Here the bo- 
taniſt, Mr, Nelſon, was attacked with a violent heat in 
his bowels, a dimneſs of faght, exceſſive thirſt and debility, 
occaſioned by the extreme heat of the ſun during an excur- 
ſion he made in ſearch of ſupplies. The ſmall quantity of 
wine, which the captain had carefully preſerved, now pro- 
ved of great utility, as, after takiug ſome bread ſoaked in 
it, and repoſing himſelf naked in the ſhade, he began to 
recover, The boatſwain and carpenter, alſo, with ſome, 
others, complained of ſickneſs and head ach; which pro- 
ceeded chiefly from having eaten immoderately of raw beans 
and berries, which they found when ſent to forage, 

As it was evident, fram the remains of an old wigwam . 
and the backs of two turtles, that the natives ſometimes re- 
ſorted to this place, it was thought prudent to make their 
fice in the thicket, that they might not be diſcovered in 
the night, But, this regulation, which had been wiſely - 
adopted by the captain, proved of little avail; for, one af 
the crew, in his abſence, infiſting on having a fire ſeparate 
from his comrades, the flames caught the ſurraunding graſs, 
and ſpread with ſuch rapidity, that the whole iſland was 
preſently in a blaze. Fortunately, however, the depriva- 
tion of reſt was the only misfortune they experienced from 
the obſtiaacy aud 1 of this man, The party 


| diſpatched 
— 


at three in the morning, wholly unſucceſsful, But the 


leqdged). 


| > 6 th 1. 
diſpatched during the night, in ſearch of turtle, returned 


bird-party were more fortunate z. they caught twelve nad- 
dies, and would certainly have taken a much greater num— 
ber, but for the folly of one man, who, leaving his com- 
panions, diſturbed the birds, though not till he had eaten 
nine, whech he caught himſelf, (as he afterwards acknow- 
At dawn of day they left this iſland, whoſe latitude is 

11 deg. 47 min. 8. having another ſmall iſland between it 
and the main, at the diſtance of three leagues, to the . 
by N. 14th N. and proceeded to the Northward, Before 
they ſailed, the captain tied ſome buttons and pieces of i- 
ron to a tree, as an agreeable prize to any of the natives 
who might viſit the place; but, though his intention was 
_ evidently laudable, a little reflection might have convinced 
him, that the gratification of this generous impulſe would 
probably be productive of very different effects from thoſe 
which he expected, as it would certainly lead to the pro- 
motion of diſcord, if not the effuſion of blood, Were a 
party of Mexicans to be driven on the Britiſh coaſt, and 
to leave ſuſpended on. a tree, as marks of gratitude for the 
ſhelter it afforded them, ſome maſly lumps of filver and 
gold, (not more precious tous than iron and braſs to the 
rude natives of New Holland,) could it be ſuppoſed that, 
When diſcovered by a troop of ruſtics, the glittering ſpoil 
would experience an equal and a pzaceable diviſion? No! 
inſtead of friendly congratulations on their mutual acqui- 
ſition, each individual would be tempted to aſſert the ſu- 
periority of his claim, diſputes would inevitably ariſe, and 
the conteſt be terminated in the ſanguinary deciſions of 
ſtrength. Nature's bounteous hand has provided the inha- 
bitants of every clime with all that is neceſſary for their 
welfare and felicity z every object foreign from theſe is an 
article of luxury, .the introduction of which leads to un- 
happineſs, by the creation of new wants, The man who 
ſatisfies the wants of nature is a friend; but, he who rai- 
ſes wants which nature diſowns, is ſurely the worſt of 


focs, ; 
When 


urned 
ut the 
nad- 
num- 
com- 
eaten 
NOW « 


ude is 
een it 
e W. 
efore 


; of i- 


atives 
n was 
inced 
would 
thoſe 
pro- 
Fete a 
and 
or the 
r and 
to the 
that, 
+ ſpoil 


No! 


cqui- 
ie ſu- 
, and 
ns of 
inha- 
their 
is an 
o un- 
ho 
0 ral- 


it of 


When 


the brown and ſterile appearance of the main. 


* 


635) 


When they had run ſomewhat more than five miles to 
the Northward, the ſea became ſuddenly rough, which 
they aſcribed to an open channel to the ocean through the 
reefs; they then met with a large ſhoal, on which were 
two ſandy keys, between which and two others, four miles 
to the Weſt, they kept on to the Northward. Several 
other keys were perceived in the courſe of the day, which, 
being covered with wood, formed a pleaſing contralt with 
The Nor- 
thernmoſt point of the latter ſloped towards the ſea, and to 
the Southward of it was a hill flat at the top, which thence 
he denominated Pudding pan hill, as he named two others 
to the Northward the Paps. Here wasa ſmall track of coun- 
try, leſs barten in appearance than the reſt of the coaſt, 
the eaftern part of which formed a cape, whence the coaſt 
inclines to the N. W. by N. DEF 

On the ſecond of June, at noon, they were thirty miles 
diſtant from the iſland where they laſt ſlept, _ and which 
they called the Lagoon I/land, having ſteered a N. one-half 
W. courſe, latitude 11 deg. 18 min. 8. They continued 
their courſe at about three leagues diſtance from the main- 
land, between a number of ſmall iſlands, (on one of which 
they landed, but were unable to meet with any kind of 
proviſion,) till the afternoon of the third, when they came 
to a rock, having the appearance of an iſland, which they, 
found to be that diſcovered by Captain Cook, and named 
B:oby Iſland, from the quantity of boobies which reſort 
thithcr; they likewiſe ſaw a ſmal] key cloſe tothe Weſt 
part of the coaſt. which they called Shoal Cape. Here they 
quitted the rocks and ſhoals of the North part of New 
Holland; and, at eight in the evening, once more com- 
mitted themſelves to the open ſea, after having been ſix 
days on the coaſt, But, encouraged by the dangers they 
had eſcaped, they expreſſed no apprehenſions of thoſe they 
were to encounter; the hope of reaching, in a few days, 
à land of ſafety, ſupported their courage and rendered their 
minds much ſtronger than their bodies. 


The greateſt inconvenience they now experienced was 


from the extreme roughneſs of the ſea, which made it ne- 
cellary to bale the water out of the boat without intermiſ- 
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ſion, and kept every body in it continually wet. This af- 
feted them all moſt ſenſibly; the ſurgeon, in particular, 
and an old ſeamag, named Pebogue, diſplayed the ſtrong- 
eſt ſymptoms of a rapid degay, when they had been at ſea 
four or five days; and the Feſt experienced that irreſiſtible 
diſpoſition to ſleep which generally indicates the approach- 
ing victory of diſeaſe over exhauſted nature. The only 
relief that could be afforded was a ſpoonful or two of wine 
to thoſe who were moſt affected; till, in the afternoon of 
the eighth, they were ſo fortunate as to catch a ſma]] dol- 
phin, which ſupplied a portion of three ounces to each 
man. Still, however, the unfavourable ſymptoms hourly 
. Increaſed, aggravated by exceſſive debility, ſwollen legs, 
death-like countenances, and weakneſs of the mental fa. 
culties. Though the captain ſupported his ſpirits with un- 
common reſolution, and really felt Teſs indiſpoſed than the 

generality of his men, the boatſwain told him, with great 
ſimplicity, that he looked worſe than all of them; an ob- 
| ſervation, at ſuch a conjuncture, certainly not very en- 
couraging. 

On the eleventh, at noon, the captain, having made his 
obſervation, found every reaſon to believe that they had 
paſſed the Eaſtern part of the meridian of Timor—a cir- 
cumſtance which afforded infinite ſatisfaction to theſe wretch- 
ed wanderers; and the ſight of a number of gannets, boo- 
bieg, anc other birds, in the coutſe of the afternoon, fortu- 
nately confirmed them in the pleaſing hope of a ſpeedy ter- 
mination to their mifery, : | 

The courſe and diſtance they had made, from the third of 
June to this time, were as follow. To the fourth at noon; 
courſe, S. 81 W. diſtance 111 miles; lat. 10 deg. 48 min. 
S long. by account from Shoal Cape, 1 deg. 45 min. W. 
—To the fifth, W. 1-4th N. 108 miles; lat. 10 deg. 45 
min. S. long. 3 deg. 35 min. W.— To the ſixth; N. 77 
dey. W. 117 miles; lat, 10 deg. 19 min. S. long. 5 deg. , 
31 min. W. To ſeventh; N. 57 deg. W. 88 miles; lat. 
9 deg. 31 min. 8. long. 6 deg. 46 min. W. - To the 
eighth; W. N. W. 1-4th W. 106 miles; lat. 8 deg. 45 min. 
S. long. 8 deg. 23 min W.—Tothe ninth; S. 76 deg. W. 107 
miles; lat. 9 deg. 9 min. S. long. 10 des. U min. W 

| 0 
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T o the tenth, W. 1-halfS. 111 miles; lat. 9 deg. 16 min, 


8. long. 12 deg. 1 min. W. To the eleventh z S. 77 deg; 
W. 109 miles; lat. 9 deg. 41 min. S. long. 13 deg. 49 min. 
v 


The flattering ſymptoms of approaching land, far from 
proving ſallacious, were ſpeedily verified; for, on the morn- 
ing of the twelfth of June, between the hours of two and 
three, the long-looked for object of their ardent vows, the 
goal of their deſires, the propitious coaſt of Timor, preſent- 
ed itſelf to their view. No longer now was heard the 
ſullen murmur of complaint; hope's vivifying ray bright- 
ened the languid eye, crimſoned over the pallid cheek, an 
cheared the drooping heart, of ſickneſs. The hope they 
now experienced was not that diſtant hope which raiſes the 
tranſient glow, and mocks the wretch it flatters; but a ra- 
tional ſentiment, confirmed by wiſdom, and . whoſe near- 
neſs of accompliſhment proved the — of its baſis. 

At day- break, the land bearing from S. W. by S. from 
five or ſix miles diſtant to N. E. by N. upwards of ſix leagues, 
they ſteered along ſhore to the S. S. W. in ſearch the 
Dutch ſettlement. But, though the land exhibited frequent 
marks of cultivation, they were fearful to approach it, as 
they could perceive no ſigns of European habitations ; they 


therefore continued their courſe till night, when they lay 


to, and reſumed it in the morning. At two o'clock in the 
afternoon of the thirteenth, after paſſing through a break- 


Ing ſea, not without great danger, they diſcovered an ample 


ſound, near the entrance of which, on the eaſt ſide, (up- 
wards of two miles in breadth) they came to a grapnel, in 
a ſmall bay, with a ſandy bottom, where they perceived a hut, 
a dog, and ſome cattle. The S. W. point of the entrance of 
the ſound bore W. 1-half S. one league; the S E. point 
three-fourths of a mile; and the iſland Roti (which they 
had firſt ſeen at ten in the morning) from S. by W. 2-4th 
W. to S.W. 1-4th W. about „ 

This ſound, from its ſituation and extent, is admira- 
bly formed for the reception of ſhipping; and, through a 
reef of rocks, about two cables length from the ſhore, which 
are only to be ſeen at low water, and ſome very high break- 
ers on the oppolite fide, preſent a formidable appearance of 

| | danger, 


8 | 
danger, there is ſufficient room, and a ſafe channel, for che 
largeſt veſſels. 

The gunner and boatfwain being ſent to the hut, ſoon 
returned, accompanied by five Indians, who gave them to 
underſtand that the governor of the Dutch ſettlement reſided 
at a place called Coupang, which was at ſome diſtance to 
the N. E. waither one of them conlented to conduct them. 

Thefe natives were of a dark tawny colour, with long 
black hair. Their dreſs conſiſted of a ſquare piece of cloth, 
which they wore round their hips, with a large knife ſtuck 
m the folds of it; a handkerchief tied as their hands ; 
and a bag ſuſpended from their thoulders, for the purpoſe 
of carrying the beetle, which they conſtantly chewed. They 
brought to the boat ſone pieces of dried turtle, and ſome 
ears of Indian corn; but the former were ſo hard as not to 
be eatable till ſoaked in the water; the latter, however, pro- 
ved a grateful treat; and they offered to bring ſome other 
food, but the captain, cager to depart, took his Indian pi. 
lot on · board, and ſailed before five in the afternoon, keep. 
ing cloſe in on the Eaſt ſhore, The wind falling with the 
day, they had recourſe to their oars, but, their ſtrength 
proving inadequate to any effectual exertion, they came to 
a grapnel at ten at night; and, the water being extremely 
ſmooth, enjoyed the ſalutary comfort of a ſound fleep for 
three hours; they kept in the ſame direction till they again 
came to the open ſea, where they found that the land to the 
Weſtward, which they had paſſed, was an iſland, called, by 
their Indian pilot, Pulo Samow, The Northern entrance 
of this channel is near two miles wide, 

The report of two guns, at no great diſtance, now pro- 
ved the moſt agreeable ſounds which had ever ſtricken 
their ears; and their eyes were ſoon after regaled with a 
treat equally pleaſant, in the fight of two ſ{quare-rigged veſ- 
ſels, and a cutter, lying at anchor to the Ezftward, Being 
thus on the point of accomplithing their arduous enterprize 


and terminating all their hardſhips, they felt themſelves en- 
dowed with unuſual ſtrength, and, applying to their oars till 
the approach of day, came to grapnel, oppolite to a ſmall. 
fort and town, which, as they learned from the pilot, was 
Coupang. Having hoiſted a ſignal of diftreſs, Ny - 
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bailed by a ſoldier, who told them to land; a requeſt with 
which the captain inſtantly complied. On his debarka - 
ation, he was received by a crowd of Indians, among whom 
he was agreeably ſurpriſed to find an Engliſh ſailor. This 
man immediately conducted him to the houſe of his captain, 
whoſe name was Spikerman, and whoſe veſſel was one of 
thoſe which lay in the road. Captain Spikerman, being in- 
formed of their ſituation, deſited the crew might immedi- 
ately land, and repair to his houſe, where he gave orders for 
their reception, while he went to the Governor, Mr. Wile 
liam Adrian Van Eſte,— who then lay dangerouſly ill, to 
know at what hour he would receive Captain Bligg. 
It was with extreme difficulty that the crew reached the 
houſe of Captain Spikerman, where they found a breakfaſt, 
of tea, with bread and butter, prepared for them. It would 
be difficult for the human imagination to. conceive a more. 
extraordinary group than theſe miſerable objects now. exhi- 
bited to the inhabitants of Timor; and it is ſcarcely poſ- 
ſible for the pen or pencil to convey an adequate idea H 4 
horrid ſpectacle now preſented to their view. But for the, 
tears of gladneſs, which flowed in copious ſtreams from the 
ſunk eye, cach individual would nave repreſented a perfect, 
erſonif:cation of wretchedneſs and famine : worn to the, very 
123d with limbs full of ſores, and tattered garments, . they, 
inſpired every ſpectator with pity mingled with horror and 
aſtoniſhment. | | 1 
The governor's anxiety for their relief, overcoming his 
concern for his own health, he appointed a very early inter- 
view with Captain Bligh; and, in the reception he afford- 
ded him, diſplayed that innate goodneſs of heart, which is 
the firſt gitt and nobleſt orvament of human nature. Equals, 
ly polite and benevolent, he poſſeſſed the difficult art of be- 


flowing favours without hurting the feelings of thoſe who. 


received them. After aſſuring Captain Bligh that every ac- 


commodation which the place could afford ſhould be immedi . 


ately provided for himſelf and his men, he ſet before him 
an elegant repaſt, which, though the governor kne to be 

neceſſary for the gratification of his appetite,. he only re- 
queſted him to partake in compliance with the cuſtom. of 
the country, a tt $3 
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When the captain left this generous and worthy man 
he returned to Captain Spikerman, whom he found equally 
attentive, humane, and beneficent. In his abſence, every 
kind of relief had been adminiſtered to his men; the town 
ſurgeon, Mr. Max, had dreſſed their ſores, and they had 
been provided with many uſeful articles of dreſs. | 

A houſe—the only one in town unoccupied—was now 
given to the captain forhis own reſidence; but, finding 
it ſufficiently capacious, he reſolved to have all his men un- 
der the ſame roof with himſelf. Of this determination he 
accordingly informed the Govenor, who immediately ſent 
beds, and all other neceſſary furniture. 

Here they remained til] the twentieth of Auguſt, when 
they left Coupang, in a ſchooner which the captain had 
purchaſed, with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Timotheus W anjor, 
' fon in law to the Governor, who ſupplied him with money, 

and every thing his ſituation required, During his reſidence 

at this lace all his men had recovered their health and 
ſtrength ; except the botaniſt, Mr. Nelſon, who died on 
the twentieth of July. . 

Coupang is ſituated in 10 deg. 12 min. S. latitude, and 
124 degrees, 41 min. E. longitude. 

On the 6th of September, they came in ſight of Java; 
whence they continued their courſe to the weſt through the 
ſtraits of Madura ; and arrived ſafe at Batavia on the firſt 
of October. Here they ſeparated; the captain and two of his 
men embarking for Europe in the Vlyet packet, which ſail - 
ed on the 16th of October, and the reſt remaining at Bata- 
via, to come home by the fleet which was to ſail ſoon after, 
The packet arrived at the Cape of Good Hope on the 10th 
of December; left it the ſecond of Januzry, and, on the 
fourteenth of March, Captain Bligh landed at Portſ- 
mouth, 2 

Having thus brought our bold and ſucceſsful adventurers 
to a ſafe harbour, ſome few refleQions naturally occur. The 
recital of miraculous eſcapes from extraordinary dangers is 
never intended for the mere gratification of curioſity ; but 
to promote ſome important object of general utility—either 
by teaching how to avoid, or by ſhewing how to eſcape, pe- 
rils of a fimilar nature. "Thoſe to which Captain oy. 
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and his party were here expoſed by the mutiny of his crew, 


no human wiſdom could fureſee nor policy prevent; but the 


exemplary conduct and fortitude of that officer affords a 
moſt uſeful lefſon to others. When we conſider, that, 
from his departure from Tofoa, to his arrival on the coaſt 
of Timor, forty one days had been paſſed, by eighteen men, 
in an open boat, with ſuch a quantity of proviſions, as, 


according to the uſual allowance of ſeamen, would only - . 


have laſted five; and, that, during that time, they had run 
more than twelve hundred leagues, without loſing a ſingle 
man; we cannot with hold our admiration, nor forhear to 
beſtow the higheſt encomiums on that excellent manage- 
ment and heroic reſolution, which gave ſucceſs to a project 
apparently impracticable. | | 

Had not the captain reliſted the ſolicitations of his men, 
and perſiſted in his determination to enfarce the agreement 
formed at their departure from 'Tofoa, concerning the diſ- 
tribution of proviſions, they muſt inevitably have periſhed 
by famine ; whereas, on their arrival at Timor, they had 
ſufficient left to proceed to Java, where they were certain of 
meeting with ſupplies, 

The crew, alto,' are deſerving of praiſe for their ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of diſcipline, at a time when their ſituation, by 
diminiſhing the fear of puniſhment, and augmenting the 


them and their commander, 

Such dangers thus eſcaped muſt fully impreſs our minds 
with the conviction, that ng ſituation, however bad, can juſ- 
tify deſpair; and this refletion ſhould teach thoſe whom 
chance or choice has directed to the adoption of a naval 
life, to repoſe implicit confidence in the all-bounteous Being, 
Whoſe paternal hand is ever ſtretched forth to the aid of ſuch 


as place their truſt in him, whether to guide the midnight 
wanderer over the trackleſs deſert, or to ſteer in ſafety the 


courageous ſailor through the threatening billows, 
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We learn from a Mr. Meredith, juſt come 
from China, and who has alſo been at Ota- 
heite, that Chriſtian and his crew had viſited 
that iſland without the captain, and with only 
part of the crew; but had left it, a ſhort 
time before Mr. Meredith arrived, with a pro- 
miſe to return. It is probable, from this ac- 
count, that they have turned pirates. 
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As we have been induced to aſcribe the piratical con- 
duct of the mutineers to the faſcinating charms of 
the female inhabitants of Otaheite, we think it neceſſary 
(in order to prove that there is no abſurdity in the ſuppo- 
ſition) to offer to our readers ſome authentic anecdotes re- 
ſpeQing them. Theſe we apprehend, will be ſufficient to 
convince ſuch as are of opinion, that a ſtate of pure nature 
is wholly deſtitute of attractions, and better calculated to 
excite diſguſt than to raiſe deſires, that their ſentiments 
are rather the offsprings of prejudice than of reaſon. Rous- 
SEAU and RAYNAL, the grand advocates of nature, have, 
indeed, been ſtigmatiſed as brutes, for defending a miſtreſs 
they adored, even the avowed excellence of their private 
characters. proved inadequate to ſecure thoſe philoſophic 
writers from the ynputation of hypocriſy and of vicious 
intentions. | 58 
We 
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We mean not to enter on a topic which would inevita- 
bly lead us into as ample field of inveſtigation as the 
diſcuſſion of the ſuperiority of man in a ſtate of nature over 
man in a ſtate of refinement ; we only wiſh to offer a ſingle 
remark, and that rather as a guere than a ſettled opinion. — 
Would not the expreſſion of a doubt that man is born good 
be deemed an impious reflection on the juſtice of the Dei- 
ty? And, if this be admitted, may we not conclude, 
that they who (uninfluenced by education, unawed by ex- 
ample) purſue the pure dictates of nature, are more virtu- 
ous than the members of a poliſhed {ociety? But, be that | 
ait may, there can be no doubt that the mode of living in 
Otaheite is well adapted to make the moſt powerful im- 
preſſions on vulgar and illiterate minds, who deem exemp- 
tion from toil and ſenfual gratifications the primary ob- 
jects of human purſuits, t 


&© WHAT the Otaheiteans feel they have never been 
taught either to diſguiſe or ſuppreſs, and, having habits of 
thinking which perp=tually recal the paſt and anticipate the 
future, they are affected by all the changes of the paſſing 
hour, and reflect the colour of time, however frequently 
it may vary. "They have no project which is to be purſued 
from day to day, the ſubject of unremitted anxiety and ſo- 
licitude, that firſt ruſhes into the mind when they awake 
in the morning, and is laſt diſmiſſed when they ſleep at 
night. Yet, if we admit that they are, upon the whole, 
happier than we, we muſt admit that the child is happier 
thaa the man, and that we are loſers by the perfection of 
our nature, the increaſe of our knowledge, and the en- 
largement of our views.” | 
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might take, without any danger of giving offence: but, 
upon looking into her chamber, to his great aſtoniſhment, 


he found her in bed with a handſome young felldw about 


five and twenty, whoſe name was Onanet: he retreated 


with ſome haſte and confuſion, but was ſoon made to un- 


derſtand, that ſuch amours gave no occaſion to ſcandal, 
and that Obadee was univerſally known to have been ſe- 
lected by her as the object of her private favours.” ©, 


Hawkeſworth's Voyages, V. II. page 358. 


% Friday, the 12th of May, was diſtinguiſhed by a viſit 
from ſome ladies whom we had never ſeen before, and 
who introduced themfelves with ſome ſingular ceremonies. 
Mr. Banks was trading in his boat at the gate of the fort 
as uſual, in company with Tootahah, who had that morn- 
ing paid him a viſit, and ſome other of the natives; be- 
tween nine and ten o'clock, a double canoe came to the 
landing-place, under the awning of which ſate a man and 
two women: the Indians that were about Mr. Banks 
made ſigns that he ſhould go out to meet them, which 


he baſted to do; but, by the time he could get out of 


the boat, they had advanced within ten yards of him: 


they then ſtopped, and made figns that he ſhould do ſo 


too, laying down about a dozen young plantain-trees, 


and ſome other ſmall plants: he complied, and the peo 
ple having made a Jane between them, the man, who 


8 to be a ſervant, brought ſix of them to Mr. 
anks, by one of each at a time, paſſing and re- paſſing 


fix times, and always pronouncing a ſhort ſentence when 
he e Tupia, who ſtood by Mr. Banks, 


acted as hi maſter of the ceremonies, and, receiving the 


branches s they were brought, laid them down in the 
boat, When this was done, another man broughta large 
bundle of cloth, which having opened, he ſpread piece 
by piece 17 the ground, in the ſpace between Mr. 
Banks and his viſitors; there were nine pieces, and, ha- 
ving laid three pieces one upon another, the foremoſt of 


the women, who ſeemed to be the principal, and Who 
3 i on, was 


( 46 )) 


was called OorxATTO0A, ſtepped upon them, and, taking 
up her garments all round her to the waiſt, turned about, 
with great compoſure and deliberation, and with an air 
of perfect innocence and ſimplicity, three times; when 
: this was done, ſhe dropped the veil, and, ſtepping off the 
is. W cloth, three more pieces were laid on, and ſhe repeated 
the ceremony, then ſtepping off as before ; the laſt: three 
were laid on, and the ceremony was repeated in the ſame 
manner the third time. Immediately after this, the cloth 
was rolled up, and given to Mr. Banks as a preſent 
from the lady, who, with her friend, came up and ſa- 
luted him, He made ſuch preſents to them both as he 
1 thought would be acceptable, and, after having ſtaid about 
| an hour, they went away.” | 


_—_ 


— nk. +. 


Hawkeſworth's Voyages, Vol. II. page 382. 
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* On the 14th, which was Sunday, I directed that di- 
=” . vine ſervice ſhould be performed at the fort: we were de- 
. 3 firous that ſome of the principal Indians ſhould be preſent, 
iz 8 but, when the hour came, they moſtly returned home. Mr. 
Banks, however, croſled the river, and brought back Tu- 
doutai Tamide, and his wife Tomio, hoping that it would 
| give occaſion to ſome inquiries on their part, and ſome 
<E inſtruction on ours, Having ſeated them, he placed him- 
Nl ſelf between them, and, during tte whole ſervice, they 
_ attentively obſerved his behaviour, very exactly imitating 
itz ſtanding, fitting, or kneeling, as they ſaw him do. 
They were conſcious that we were employed about ſome- 
what ſerious and important, as appeared by their calling to 
the Indians without the fort to be ſilent; yet, when the 


* 


5 
* 


. ſervice was over, neither of them aſked any queſtions, nor 
LJ would they attend to any attempt that was made to ex- 

= plain what had been done. 

>} _ -- + Such were our matins; our Indians thought fit to 
1 : perform veſpeis of a very different kind. A young man, 


near fix feet high, performed the rites of Venus with a lit- 
tle girl about eleven or twelve years of age, beſorg ſeveral 
of our people, and a great number of the natives, without 
the lealt ſenſe of its being indecent or improper z but, as 
5 appeared 


17 | 
appeared, in perfe conformity to the cuſtom of the place. 
Among the ſpectators were ſeveral women of ſuperior 
rank, particularly Oberea, who may properly be ſaid to 
have aſſiſted at the ceremony; for they gave inſtructions 
to the girl how to perform her part, which, oung as ſhe 
was, ſhe did not ſeem much to ſtand in need of. 

„ 'This accident is not mentioned as an object of idle 
curioſity, but, as it deſerves conſideration in determining 
a queſtion which has long been debated in philoſophy : 
Whether the ſhame attending certain actions, which are 
allowed on all ſides to be in themſelves innocent, is im- 
planted in nature, or ſuperinduced by cuſtom? If it has 
its orgin in cuſtom, it will, perhaps, be found difficult to 
that cuſtom, however general, to its ſource if in inſtinct, 
it will be equally difficult to diſcover from what cauſe it is 


ſubdued, or, at leaſt over-ruled among theſe people, in 
whoſe manners not the leaſt trace of it is to be found, | 


Hawkeſworth's Voyages, V. II. page 386. 
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THE END. 
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